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G E R M A N  VOICES V A N C O U V E R 

My brother used to say, �There are three methods of mass 
communication:  �Tell ephone�, �Tell evision� and �Tell Elke�. 

Ever since the �Kanada Kourier� shut down, I have been 
dreaming of starting a newsletter for German-speaking 
individuals here in the West.  This is a chance to share and 
connect with others of the same cultural heritage.  Each month, 
we will feature a business, a non-profit/charity, and e-mails to 
the editor, how people celebrate cultural events from Europe and 
more!  We would love to hear from you. 

My plan is to start �German Voices Vancouver� as a free paper 
that will be distributed in bakeries, coffee shops, libraries and 
community centers, sponsored by advertising.  Each week, there 
will be space for 10 for-profit companies & 10 non-profits to 
advertise their products/services. 

My background is growing up in the Lower Mainland as part of 
the Canadian-German Community.  We attended the Surrey 
German School, went to the �Bethel Baptisten Gemeinde� on 
Sundays and spoke German at home. 

Editors Note 

Feature Article on �Freybe Gourmet Foods�

What do a binding & printing company; a chocolate factory; 
and a meat production plant located in the Lower Mainland 
have in common?  They were all established by German 
immigrants.  Two out of three businesses continue to operate.

This month, we will focus on �Freybe Gourmet Foods�, an 
existing company with more than 250 workers across 
Canada, United States & Japan.   

Freybe was opened in Canada in 1955.  The first Freybe was 
Johann Carl, who earned his Master of Sausage Making 
degree, and opened the first Freybe store in Stettin (then 
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Though I married a Canadian (after he attended the Goethe 
Institute, of course), we moved to Australia in 1995 where I 
spent three years as Authorized Supervisor of the Johannes 
Gutenberg German School.  Now, I run German Playgroups, 
plan special events and edit this newsletter 

My dream is to start a German Cultural Centre with a library, 
museum, Playgroup, Preschool & After School Care!  Contact 
me if you are interested in sharing the dream� 

kitsilanogerman@hotmail.com  
_________________________________________________ 

 

 

Prussia) in 1844. Building on his legacy, his son Otto Freybe 
joined his father in what had soon become an esteemed family 
business.  Otto�s son Carl Freybe then became a strong activist 
in promoting the sausage and meat industry in Germany 

In 1945, Ulrich � Carl�s second of three sons � moved the 
family business from Stettin (now Poland) to Hannover, 
Germany. Ten years later, Ulrich traveled to Vancouver, 
Canada with a selection of sausage-making equipment. 
Realizing the potential for Freybe product in the local market, 
Ulrich and his younger brother Walter started a production 

N o v e mbe r  1 s t ,  2 0 0 7
Vo l u me  1 ,  I s s ue  1

Please see �Freybe�� on page 4 

 

By Elke Porter 
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Laternenfest? 
 
-this year, we are celebrating with the Westside 
German School on November 13th, 2007; the children 
make their own lantern at the school� 
Jackie Schwarz, mother of 2 
 
-this year, we are celebrating with the �Montag 
Deutsche Spielgruppe� of the St.  Marks Church in a 
common room in False Creek 
Kecia Boecking, mother of 2 
 
-this year we are not celebrating Laternenfest at all! 
Daniel Porter, father of 2 
 

How do YOU celebrate� 

The DKV Society, originally created to start the first German 
Preschool facility in Vancouver, has now changed its aims.  
The new goal is to start a German Cultural Centre, with a 
library, museum, playgroup, Preschool, after-school care, 
teens room, an auditorium and a German deli.  Instead of just 
focusing on the two short years that children attend 
Preschool, we would like to support the children of German 
bilingual families right into young adulthood.  
 
The two most important committees now are the location 
committee & the fundraising committee. We need board 
members, such as a secretary, a member-at-large, 
membership recruiter and anyone experienced with forming a 
charitable organization.  Yet you don�t need to be a member 
to help us.  You could give us a small amount every month, 
such as $10 or $20, just so we can continue to serve the 

Feature Non-Profit Organization � DKV Society! 

Wearing traditional dirndl�s, the 
two cousins pose for the camera 

�The new goal is to start a German Cultural 

Centre, with a library, museum, playgroup, 

Preschool, after-school care, teens room, an 

auditorium and a German deli� 

-this year, since the DKV Society isn�t putting on 
their community event at Lost Lagoon, we have 
decided to wait until their next big festival�  
Heidi Ujfalusi, mother of 2 

children of the German community.  You could cook a
good German meal and charge your friends to eat it.  You 
could recruit members, or just donate office supplies or 
raffle prizes.  If you are able, you could even donate a 
building or the land to build a cultural center on. 
 
Our main fundraising efforts are going towards a �Buy a 
Brick� Campaign that will start in January 2008.  We will 
be selling 50,000 bricks for $200 each, in order to raise 
a million dollars.  Hopefully this will enable us to start 
our project by 2010.   
 
If anybody has some other major fundraising ideas, we 
would love to get your input.  We would also consider a 
children�s fashion show, or a German fair, showcasing the 

Events for the DKV 2008 
 
January:  German Movie Night at 
the St. Mark�s Church 
February:  Valentine�s Dance at the 
Deutsches Haus 
March:  Kinder Karneval 
April:  Garage Sale in Kitsilano 
May:  Table at the European Festival 

Please see DKV Society on page 5 

By Elke Porter 

By Elke Porter 

For December, the big question is how do you 
celebrate Nikolausfest OR Weihnachten OR 
Silvester? Can anyone say Feuerzangenbowle? 
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This is Sophias first Christmas; her 
dress matches her Santa hat! 

Readers Turn 
These are some e-mails from the last 3 years regarding 
German Preschools/ Daycare (Kindergarten).  Names have 
been withheld for privacy reasons.  There is definitely 
demand for German Programs in Vancouver! 

�Do you know  anyone offering daycare in German in 
Vancouver.  We are not looking for care in our home, but rather 
to take our son to a facility or care in someone else's home, with 
the idea that he will spend the day in a German-speaking 
atmosphere.  Any ideas, tips, or would be much appreciated!� 
Mother of a 15-month old boy 

I would like to find out more about your German-speaking 
playgroup. Is it a privately organized activity? Would you 
consider accepting a new member?  My son is almost 10 months 
old and I've been looking for somewhere that he can hear people 
besides his mom speak German! 
Mother of a 10-month old 

I have a 2-year-old boy and am German. Am trying to raise him 
bilingual. Where about is your playgroup? What day of the week 
is it? 
Mother of a 2-year old 

German On the �Net 

1. www.germansinbc.ca 
A web site for the German-Canadian community in 
BC. 

2. http://mitglied.lycos.de/vancouvergerman 
Vancouver German Resources 

3. http://www.vancouver.diplo.de/Vertretung/vancouve
r/en/Startseite.html 
German Consulate General Vancouver 

4. http://www.vancouveralpenclub.ca/ 
Alpenklub 

5. http://www.sfu.ca/cstudies/lang/goethe/ 
Goethe Zentrum at Simon Fraser University 

We've met last week at Family Place. I remember from our 
conversation that you were looking for a place for a live-in 
nanny from October to December. I might have someone who 
would be interested. Could you please give me a call or send 
me your phone number? 
Mother of a 2-year old 

I am interested in your group. Is the group limited to two year 
olds?  My son is almost three.  If you are not accepting older 
children, then do you know of a German group(s) that he could 
participate in? 
Mother of a 2-year old 
 

6. http://www.prostamerika.com/Vancouver.html German 
Language Website designed to tell German speaking 
tourists about the wonders of Vancouver 

7. http://german.meetup.com/21/?gj=sj5 
Vancouver German Language Meetup 

8. http://www.meetgermans.com/ 
Meet local Germans through the Internet 

9. http://www.cenes.ubc.ca/index.php?id=germanlanguage
German Language Program at UBC Vancouver 

10. cornelia120@hotmail.com  
Die Deutsche Gruppe besteht seit 10 Jahren, fuer Leute 
(25-50+), jeglicher Herkunft, die gerne die deutsche Sprache 

Please see German �Net on page 4 

Please see Reader�s Turn on page 4 

By Elke Porter 
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facility on Georgia Street in East Vancouver. 

The company�s popularity grew rapidly, as did its product 
line. This necessitated a move to larger facilities in 1960, 
with the opening of a production store on East Vancouver�s 
Railway Street. In 1970, Ulrich�s son Henning joined the 
business and, by 1971, Freybe had once again outgrown its 
space. Two kilometers from their previous facility, the family 
built a bustling new plant on Franklin Street � this time with 
plenty of space to grow into. 

und Kultur pflegen moechten. Es ist ein kostenloser 

lockerer Zusammenschluss ohne Verpflichtungen. 
Aktivitaeten wie BBQ, Tanzen, Skifahren, Wandern, 

Weinproben, Parties etc. werden angeboten. Alle 2 
Wochen am Montag treffen wir uns in der Cat's Meow 

Lounge auf Granville Island, 1540 Old Bridge Street, 
um 19.00 Uhr zum Kennenlernen und Plauschen. � Alle 

sind willkommen! 

Silvia Klein laedt herzlich ein!  Das ist doch so fein! 

�Aktivitaeten wie BBQ, Tanzen, 

Skifahren, Wandern, Weinproben, 

Parties etc. werden angeboten.� 

Over the next 30 years, the company grew to produce over 120 
varieties of sausage, ham and specialty meat products, while 
protecting the values and time-honored traditions that have made 
their products famous throughout the world.  In 2001, Freybe 
opened a new 10,000 sq. meters state-of-the-art facility in Langley. 
The family-owned Canadian business is now led by the family�s 
fifth generation, Henning Freybe. The sixth generation, Sven, will 
take over the business from Henning. You can find more info on 
Freybe at: http://www.freybe.com/  

.If you or your company would like to be featured here, contact us! 

11. www.stmarkschurch.ca 
St. Mark�s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

12. http://www3.telus.net/oakridgelutheran/ 
Oakridge Lutheran Congregation 

13. http://www.immanuelbc.ca  
Immanuel Baptist Church 

14. http://www.bethanybaptist.bc.ca/ 
Bethany Baptist Church 

My father has a collection of German books and documents from 
that time that are in immaculate condition and may be of value or 
interest to someone out there.  They are a mixture of scientific and 
personal, from as early as the 1930's...maybe earlier.  Some of 
them are handwritten.He is moving and somewhat forced to give 
these away.  Do you know of anyone out there who would be 
interested? 
Daughter of German immigrants 
 
ich habe bereits im letzten Jahr einmal mit Ihnen telefoniert. Heute 
möchte ich Sie fragen, ob es noch die "deutsche Krabbelgruppe für 
kleine Kinder" in Vancouver gibt.  Danke für eine baldige 
Nachricht. 
Father of a 3-year old from Germany 
 
Next month I am hoping to put comments from YOU here! 

Freybe� from page 1 

German �Net from page 3 

Readers Turn� from page 3 

Of particular interest for our next Issue: 
 

1. You moved here from Germany in the 1940�s 
to 1970�s 

2. You moved here from the EU in the last 10 
years 
 

How was the culture shock?  Tell us your story! 
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RATES:  $75 November, $50 December 2007 & January 2008

contributions of the German community in BC. 

If you would like to find out more, please call Elke Porter at 
604 828 8788.  The Board of Directors meets once a month to 
plan, yet we also understand if you cannot attend every 
meeting. There are many ways for families of young bilingual 
children to get involved. This is an exciting opportunity that 
will benefit the children and families of the lower mainland.  
We are looking forward to meeting you! 

Our project plan will be something like this: 

a. Find an architect willing to design our new, state-of-
the-art facility out of bricks � Auditorium, 
classrooms, offices, library, museum, playrooms, 
preschool, playground, parking� 

b. Start selling bricks 2008 

c. Start a wide-spread publicity campaign in Canada 
and Germany, Austria, Switzerland 
 
(continued in next column) 

GERMAN TODAY 
German Talk Show on channel m  

 
Friday 2 PM  

Saturday 4 PM  
 

 Cable 8, B.C. Lower Mainland. 
 Cable 10 on Vancouver Island. 

 Free over the air, UHF Channel 42.  
CH 254, Bell Express Vu subscribers 

nationally across Canada 
 

www.germantoday@telus.net 

Classifieds� 
Child of German heritage waiting longingly 
for a German Preschool! 

�I have always 
wanted to find a 

way to contact the 
German 

Community in 
Vancouver!� 

Marketing Rep 

d. Find a developer willing to work with us

e. Find more sponsors, donors, partners� 

f. Start building by 2010 

g. Collect items for the museum, library, classrooms, 
playrooms and preschool from Europe or Canada� 

h. Be ready to go fall of 2010! 

Contact us at kitsilanogerman@hotmail.com 

If you or your non-profit organization, church or charity would 
like to be featured, please send us an e-mail today! 

German Canadian 
Business & Trade Publication 

Tel. 416-465-9957  Fax 416-465-8169 
directory@germancanadian.com 

 
visit 

WWW.GERMANCANADIAN.COM 
 

Government Representatives, Business News - 
Company profiles 

Industry, Professional, Retail, Real Estate, 
German Law, Job Market, Learn 

English/German, 
Travel, Entertainment 

Buy & Sell and much more... 
 
 

Winner of the 2005 Ethnic Press Award for 
�Best Editorial and Visual Interpretation� 

 
Serving the German Canadian Public 

Since nearly 20 Years 
 

DKV Society from page 2 

Please see Classifieds on page 6

 Birgit Vaskina 
Mortgage Broker, BSc., Bed 
www.meridianpacific.ca 
604 730-5020 
birgit@meridianpacific.ca 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

European InHome Services Ltd. 
Kitsilano 

Vancouver, BC 

Phone: 
604 828 8788 

E-Mail: 
kitsilanogerman@hotmail.com 

Send us your answer to the following: 

What was it like growing up in the German 
or Swiss Community of Vancouver? 

Nothing great in the world has ever 
been accomplished without 

passion.�  by Hebbel 

DKV Society 
German Cultural Centre 
www.europeaninhomeservices.com/dkvsociety.html 
604 828 8788 
Become a member for only $50 a year!  Join/donate today! 

Classifieds from page 5 

 

Lachen Muss Sein!
 
Wie Klein Erna so sechzehn Jahre alt is, issi Kleinmädchen inne 
feine Familie in Hamburg. Ein Tach klingelt das Telefon, Klein 
Erna scheest hin: "Hia bei Pöselmann!" 
Eine Männerstimme fragt: "Könnte ich bitte Fräulein Marianne 
sprechen?" - "Mari-anne is nich da." - "Wann ist denn Fräulein 
Marianne zu sprechen?" - "Weiss nich, is in Stadt!" - "Dann 
bestellen Sie bitte einen schönen Gruss von Hartnack!" - "Von 
wem?" - "Hart-nack, ich buchstabiere - Heinrich, Adolf, Richard, 
Theodor, Nils, Anton, Cesar, Karl!" 
Wie Fräulein Marianne nach Hause kommt, sagt Klein Erna: 
"Frollein Mari-anne, ich soll'n schön Gruss bestellen von ganze 
Menge Männers - da hab ich sie alle aufgeschrieben! 
 
Klein Erna steht mit ihre Freundin vor'n Schokoladenladen. 
Klein Erna sagt: "Wenn die Schokoladenpuppen zehn Pfennig 
kosten, kauf ich mich eine, ich frag mal!" 
Sie geht rein und sagt: "Was kosten die klein 
Schokoladenpuppen?" Sagt die Tante: "Zehn Pfennig, mein 
Kind!" - "Dann geben Sie mich man eine", sagt Klein Erna. 
"Ja, möchts du wohl'n klein Schokoladenjung, oder'n Mädchen?" 
- "Ach, denn geben Sie mich man ein Jung, da ist mehr an!" 
 
Ein kleiner Junge war zwei Tage nicht in der Schule. Am dritten 
Tag bringt er die Entschuldigung für seine Lehrerin:"Hiermit 
entschuldige ich das Fehlen meines Sohnes in der Schule. Er war 
sehr krank. Hochachtungsvoll, meine Mutter" 
 

 
To see your German joke here, e-mail us today! 

Here is how you can get involved: 
 
-Write/send us articles of interest to the German Community  
-Take pictures at German events and send them via e-mail 
-Let us come to your place of business and interview you, ask questions 
and feature you on our front page! 
-Let us come to your charity/non-profit organization, interview you and 
feature you on page 3! 
-Share your website or resource with us 
-Request copies of this newsletter for your local area � library, 
community center, your lobby, coffee shops  
-place an ad on page 5 or 6 of this newsletter only $50 each month 
-Place an ad on page 5 or 6 for your charity/non-profit at half-price 
-Send in your German joke, quote, story or photo 
-Send ideas for German festivals/celebrations/culture & more 
-Send recipes or instructions on making German cakes, goodies, wine 
-Send your feedback, comments or suggestions! 
 
Get your copy sent directly to your inbox via e-mail or get them sent 
straight to your (or your Omas) mailbox for $3 an issue ($36 a year) 
 

kitsilanogerman@hotmail.com 

Here are 3 young ladies 
that share a German 
heritage.  Their Oma 
moved to Canada in 1956 
and their Opa came in 
1961 via Boat� 

If you would like to see a quote here, 
please e-mail us! 

 

November Contest:  
 

Who can tell me who Norbert Buxbaum was and which business did 
he operate in the 1980�s?  Hint:  I worked there for a while!   

All correct answers will be put into a jar and one name will be drawn 
for a prize:  Adventskalendar for December from European 

Importers� 

Zahlt vom 1. Unfalltag an!  
UNFALL-VERSICHERUNGEN (Loss of Income Benefit -DI): 
 Für Handwerker(blue-collarworkers), Klein-Unternehmer (small 

Businesse Owners incl. Sole proprieters and starters, incl. Daycares)

Brülhart Financial Services                                   
Rolf A. Brülhart, MA.,Lic.Phil.I                                          
                          
5577 Kings Road, Vancouver, BC, V6T 1K9                         
Cell:604-710-7653     e-mail: rbrulhart@hotmail.com 


