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Westcoast Garman News L etter

Presented by Elke Porter of Kitsilano, BC

See you at the European Festival!

The 12th Annua European
Festival is coming up and it
needs your help! Whether
you are Austrian, German,
Swiss or any of the other
33 cultures represented,
thereisajob for you!

Setting up the booths and
tents;, helping out with the
parking; selling or taking
tickets at the gates etc.

Hereis adescription of the
11th Annua European Fes-

— [

Austrian Dancers swing their ladies

tival from their website:
The weather was glorious
and over 6000 people at-
tended. Swirling flags and
colourful costumes high-
lighted the Opening Cere-
mony parade. Enthusiastic
applause saluted the non-
stop Sage performances.
Smiling face-painted
youngster s totting fantastic
balloon-twisted creations
delighted in the Children’s
Tent activities. Interesting
traveling stories and plans
____wereshared at

EUHDPEAN FESTItheCuItural Dis-

. play booths as
L visitors eagerly

products were
M MarketPlace to

the sounds of
lively accordion

{ snapped up in the

music. Food vendors
served up their delicious
recipes as quickly as they
could to the hungry
crowds. The Beer Garden
offered the perfect spot to
relax with a brew and
watch the stage perform-
ances. In the evening, the
Scandinavian Centre was
filled to bursting and eve-
ryone danced up a stormto
the energetic songs of the
S-bahn Band.

So remember to circle May
30th 2009 on your calen-
dar and come savour the
flavours of Europeright at
your door step.

Tickets now available:
Adults $7, Children free. ~

info@eurofestbc.ca

Rainer Mueller Architect & Developer;

By Elke Porter

Vancouver, BC Rainer

& | met in 2003, when our
daughters were both at-
tending a German Play-
group in downtown Van-
couver. Rainer isatypical
two-continental commuter,
as he has business dealings

in Germany, Switzerland
and Vancouver. His back-
ground is architecture and
property development. He
speaks 5 languages. When
| asked him what language
he thinks in, his response
was, | am not sure, but |

talk to
myself in
French.

On his
latest

visitto
Vancouver, | managed to
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squeeze in afew momentsto ask him
some questions.

1. Wheredid you grow up and what
influenced your life growing up?

| grew up in Mannheim, West Ger-
many, which was very close to the
French & Swiss border. There were
awaysalot of US soldiers around
and | grew to appreciate the American
culture and way of life. My father,
Adam Mueller, was an architect and
he took me to his construction sites
when | turned 4 years ol d.

2. What did you study and what
wasyour first job?

| studied Architecture at the Swiss
Federa Institute of Technology in Zu-
rich. | left when | was 19 for the 4-
year program with a 1-year internship.
When my father passed away, | took
over hisfirmin Mannheim.

3. When did you change/expand
your career?

The Firm always devel oped office
space, retail buildings, restauraunts,
and investment property. In 1994, |
reluctantly brought my mother to a
retirement residence, and she really
liked it. Since | wasliving in Canada
at thetime, | saw both aneed and an
opportunity to build asimilar place
here. It was aso thefirst time | used
another architect. Canada can t be just
like Switzerland, but it still has simi-
lar needs. The result was The Sum-
mer hill in North Van in 2001 and

Swiss Chamber Events

AGM 2009, April 29, 2009
11:30 to 1:30 pm

SNR 2009 - Summer Night Reception
Summer Night Reception - 2009

June 3, 2009 - Details TBD

* Sponsorship opportunities available*

The Mullberry in Burnaby in 2005.
There are other projects on the go, but
that isfor another article.

4. What areyou involved in busi-
ness-wise?

Germany property development &
management

Switzerland Original interests
Canada developing & managing re-
tirement residences

5. What languages do you speak?
German, Swiss-German, (Latin), Eng-
lish, French, Spanish

6. What brought you to Canada?

It was important for me to have a
place outside of Europe, where |
could be aforeigner in another coun-
try. | visited the Statesin 1987, and
came to Canadain 1988. My favour-
ite place isthe Lake of Geneva, and |
found Vancouver similar to that, with
the ocean looking like abig lake. |
also like the people and the variety of
people living here. | found Canadians
very receptive and eventually ended
up marrying onel

7. Hobbies

Sailing, travelling, working and, if |
ever have the time, would be to study
Latin and related languages thor-
oughly.

8. Contact I nformation

What isthe Swiss Chamber of Commer ce?

http://www.swisscanadianchamber.com/
Our mission isto help our membersto:
discover unique business opportunities,

discover "cool" new business ideas,
find excellent business contacts,

Westcoast German News Letter

Y our can reach me through the web-
site of Pacific Arbour Retirement
Communities Inc.
www.pacificarbour.ca

The Mullberry in Burnaby

Our residences provide seniors
with daily meals and weekly
housekeeping, transportation
for appointments, laundry
facilities, fitness classes and
wellness programs, 24-hour
security, business centre with
computers, on-site library, TV
room and games area, and
much more.

If you or someone you know would like
to be interviewed for this newsletter,
please e-mail:
Elke@germanvoicesvancouver.com

Another Event

World I ce Hockey Championship

Watch the game with us & enjoy a
Brunch!

April 26, 2009 - Details TBD
*|nvitation distributed by email soon*
Details will be sent to all members of
the SCCC. Not a member? Join now!
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Natural Quality Trading

] o pliments from other people | met on the
1. Where did you live in Germany and  street or while shopping who all loved the

what did you study? o idea of replacing plastic bags with an at-
For much of my life, I used to live in the tractive alternative made out of all natural
historic town of Paderborn in North and renewable resources.
Rhine-Westphalia, Germany where | Then one day last summer, | went shop-

studied Chemistry and Biotechnology,  ping for produce when another customer Andrea with her baskets

graduating from university with a doctor- pecame very interested in my basket and

ate of Science in 1992. suggested jokingly: “In your next life you The part of my business I truly enjoy is

2. What brought you to Canada? should be selling baskets!” | later told my the arrival of each

We always loved North America, spend- family about the incident and they imme- new basket shipment. | am always so ex-
ing quite some time traveling the East an gjately convinced me to give ita try. A cited about the incredible variety of col-
West Coast, and also lived in Seattle for coyple of months later | set up ‘Natural  grs and patterns of the baskets that virtu-
about a year. When my husband accepte Quality Trading’, supplying environmen-  ajly never repeats itself

an offer from Simon Fraser University,  taly-friendly and Fair Trade baskets that gg far my experience out of all this: Even
our family (with 3 kids) eventually moved zye functional yet attractive. though | am not the young entrepréneur

to beautiful British Columbia in 2002. 5. what is your most popular basket? any more, | realize that it is never too late
3. What have you done for work inthe  The round Market Basket is definitely the 1o start something new in life which re-
past? most versatile and sought after basket asfects your long lived values. It is always

| have always been passionate about antit holds a lot of items without squishing  worth making even a little step towards a
engaged in environmental issues and  them. Some people prefer the oval shop-more socially and environmentally re-
started my professional career by consul pers though, as they are easy to carry sponsible world

ing companies on how to reduce their en ground. 6. Do you have a connection to the Ger-
vironmental impact, adopting eco-friendly rﬁan—speaking community?

concepts and solutions. Later on | Startec || these baskets are handmade in Bolgay do have German friends in BC, but I am
my own consulting business, implement- tanga, a village in Ghana, West Africa by not yet actively involved in any groups or

ing Environmental and Quality Manage- 5 Fajr Trade weaving group. Basket organizations

ment Systems in small and mid-size com weaving has been the traditional local  7,” Any websites, contact info, links etc.
panies. ] craft for decades as the regional land aregy website: www.NaturalQuality.ca
4. What gave you the idea to start bas- js not fertile enough for extensive agricul-g_majl Andrea@NaturalQuality.ca
kets? _ _ tural activities. Kinkanhe Straw or ppone: 604-468-4410

It all began with my old Afri- ‘elephant grass' is basically the

can market basket, | obtained only plant that grows in abun-

many years ago when we were dance. It is sustainably harvested

still living in Germany, where then dried, cleaned, trimmed,

farmers markets are still part of split, rolled, dyed, and finally

daily life. handwoven into beautiful pieces

| brought this basket to Canada of art. The colors and patterns of

and basically have been taking it every- the paskets are left to the whim of the
where | go. | take it to shop for produce, \eaver, making each basket unique. A
for returning empties, for taking books to |eather handle out of traditionally tanned
the library, for taking my stuff to the gym goat hide is attached after the basket is

or to a picnic. When I am out with my  completed, which takes about 2-3 days
basket, there is simply no need for any depending on its size.

plastic or paper bags. Besides | don’t ha
to hide it at home like the usual shopping Basket weaving guided by Fair Trade R
bag, because the basket decoratively  policies enables the local families to sup- fegtured i this ngwsletter .
holds magazines, yarn, toys and so mucl port themselves by receiving stable, fair > P
more. i - : send an e-mail to:

_incomes and health care while valuing e e
Over the past years, | have been experi- and preserving their cultural knowledge 9 '
encing more and more spontaneous CO gng heritage.




