
will be placing an ad for the 
next issue! 

Congratulations to both. 

For those of you who didnõt 
know, Urs Eichenburger, 
formerly from Switzerland 
and now owner of a Hair & 
Skin Treatment Centre in 
Gastown, graciously do-
nated 2(two) $75 Gift Cer-
tificates for 2 lucky readers.  
The deal was that you ei-
ther: 

A. Send me 5+ e-mail 
addresses of new 
subscribers OR  

The winner of the two Hair 
and/or Skin Treatment Gift 
Cetificates for $75 each are: 

MaryEllen Klassen from 
the Vancouver Alpenclub 
who has sent me way more 
than 5 signatures and 

Kecia Boecking of the 
Deutsche Kindergruppe and 
the St. Markõs Church who 

We Have TwoWinners! 

Sign up for one of 5 German Schools! 

Surrey German School 

www.surreygermanschool.c

om  

We offer a challenging ... 

German language instruc-

tion not offered in the pub-

lic school system. 

Classes are taught for 30 

Saturdays - from Sep to 

mid-May.  The school day 

is from 9 am to 12 noon. 

Johnson Heights 15350-

99th Avenue Surrey, BC 

Vancouver German 

School 

www.vgs.ca/

registration.php 

You can either register here 

or send an E-Mail with the 

necessary information 

to: Ilonka@vgs.ca  

We are a non profit, parent 

participation, charitable 

organization. 

We offer Grades K to 12 

School takes place Satur-

days 9.30 am to 12 pm at 

Gladstone Secondary 

School 

4105 Gladstone Street 

Vancouver, B.C. 

Richmond German 

School! 

www.germankidsrichmond.

com/ 

 

Since 2005 German Kids 

Richmond - 'GKR'  

offers GERMAN LAN-

GUAGE CLASSES in 

Richmond, B.C.  

 

Classes are held on Mon-

days and Tuesdays be-

tween 3:30pm and 6:45pm  

at Fraserview Church, 

11295 Mellis Drive, Rich-

mond BC 
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B. Place an ad for May 
or June  

As an editor/publisher of 
Westcoast German News, I 
love receiving gifts of Ger-
man or Swiss products or 
services to review (Austrian 
ones, too!) or receiving gifts 
for my readers.  Chocolate 
& wine are especially wel-
come, as is gourmet food! 

First 

Contest! 

Thank you so much, Urs!
www.strandsvancouver.com 

HAVE A WONDERFUL SUMMER!  

http://www.vgs.ca/registration.php
http://www.vgs.ca/registration.php
mailto:Ilonka@vgs.ca
http://www.germankidsrichmond.com/
http://www.germankidsrichmond.com/


On May 14, 2009 the German School 

North Shore celebrated its 35th anniver-

sary. Approximately 80 guests were in 

attendance for the festivities including the 

Consul General and Vice Consul of the 

Federal Republic of Germany and the 

Mayor of West Vancouver. 

What began in the summer of 1974 as an 

advertisement in a local newspaper 

(thanks to the initiative of Gertrude Jack-

isch and a small group of interested par-

ents) is now a flourishing heritage lan-

guage school operating out of the Lucas Cen-

tre in North Vancouver. 

The May 14th celebration began with a Ger-

man rendition of O Canada ï O Kanada ï and 

was followed by a greeting and brief history 

from the schoolôs principal, Christine Colbow. 

Each of the classes prepared a short presenta-

tion. The Kindergarten group led the way with 

an enchanting play, Dornroeschen (Sleeping 

Beauty), followed by the elementary classô 

presentation of Das gute Wasser. The middle 

school students showcased Deutschland ein-

mal anders and the high school students pre-

sented Was Grossmutter schon sagte ï idioms 

still used today along with their English coun-

terparts.  

Consul General Klaus Achenbach and Vice 

Consul Ulrike Lastovski congratulated the 

school and this yearôs Sprachdiplom recipi-

ents, and offered their continuing support. 

Pam Goldsmith-Jones, Mayor of West Van-

couver, reminisced about her own childôs par-

ticipation in the North Shore German School 

in years past, and words of appreciation were 

expressed by both the schoolôs founder, 

Gertrude Jackisch, and current president, 

Anke Cantzler-Yeung. Guests were treated to 

a lovely buffet sponsored by Freybe Gourmet 

Foods, the Black Forest Delicatessen and 

families of the North Shore German School 

and, of course, there was plenty of birthday 

cake to enjoy. 

The German School North Shore is a non-

profit organization with a rich tradition in 

providing German language classes to school-

aged students from North Vancouver, West 

Vancouver and throughout the Lower 

Mainland. The Kindergarten to Grade 12 pro-

grams follow the prescribed curriculum for 

German heritage schools and are taught by 

professional German-speaking teachers. 

Classes are generally structured according to 

age and ability and no previous knowledge of 

the German language is required in order to 

participate. 

All classes take place on Thursdays 

(September through May) from 4pm ï 

6:15pm at the Lucas Centre for Continuing 

Education at 2132 Hamilton Avenue in North 

Vancouver. On-site registration for the 2009 ï 

2010 school year will be taking place on 

Tuesday, September 8, 2009 from 7:30 to 

8:30pm, and the first day of school will be 

Thursday, September 10, 2009.  

North Shore German School turns 35! 

WHAT BEGAN IN 
THE SUMMER OF 

1974 AS AN 
ADVERTISEMENT 

IN A LOCAL 
NEWSPAPERé IS 

NOW A 
FLOURISHING 

HERITAGE 
LANGUAGE 

SCHOOL  
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For more information or to 

pre-register, please visit our 

Website : 

www.germanschoolns.ca or 

contact us at 604.926.2730.  

http://www.germanschoolns.ca/


CLASSES 

Time:  Tuesdays & 

Wednesdays 4:00pm - 

6:15pm (September to May) 

Location: Carnarvon Com-

munity School, 3400 Bala-

clava Street, Vancouver, BC 

 

Class Structure:   

 

Classes are structured ac-

cording to age and ability. 

Currently classes up to and 

including level 4/5 are split 

into German and English 

streams. After level 7 stu-

dents write the Intermediate 

Diploma CAGLS. After com-

pleting the diploma, level 8 

and 9 work towards obtaining 

language credits for German 

11 and 12. After passing 

these levels students receive 

high school credits for Ger-

In December 2008, the 

Vancouver Alpen Club 

became the first corpo-

rate member of the Ro-

tary Club of Vancou-

ver!   

man 11 or German 12. How-

ever, to get full credits for 

German 12 they are also re-

quired to write the provincial 

exam for German at their 

high school, which accounts 

for 40% of the total mark. 

 

Additionally, students in 

level 9 write the Sprachdip-

lom A2 exam. Students who 

choose to continue with their 

German studies can prepare 

for Sprachdiplom B1 and 

eventually Sprachdiplom C1  

Register through website at:  

www.vwgs.org  

WESTSIDE GERMAN SCHOOL! 

PAGE 3 W ESTCOAST GERMAN NEWS 

Send us your press re-
lease or request to be 
included in the Septem-
ber Issueñ
elke@germanvoicesvan
couver.com 

German Consul:  Herr Achenbach 

�$�X�I���'�H���6�F�K�Z�D�H�E�V�F�K�H���(�L�V�H�E�D�K�Q�H�«��Abschlussfeier am  26. Mai, 2009 

Small News! 

A student and her teacher 

In January 2009, Polish 

authorities have un-

earthed the remains of 

1,800 bodies and expect 

to find even more in a 

mass grave first discov-

ered three months ago 

and believed to date 

back to the final days of 

World War Two.  These 

are probably German 

civilians killed by ad-

vancing Russians from 

the nearby town that 

used to be known as 

ñMarienburgò.  This 

once German town has 

been missing over 1,840 

civilians since WWII! 

Germany will be send-

ing the final war repara-

tions payments to the 

US in 2010!  It is hard 

to find details exactly 

how much has been paid 

until now... 

http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=3400+Balaclava+Street,+Vancouver,+BC,+Canada&ie=UTF8&z=15&ll=49.257722,-123.173132&spn=0.013444,0.043259&om=1&iwloc=addr
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=3400+Balaclava+Street,+Vancouver,+BC,+Canada&ie=UTF8&z=15&ll=49.257722,-123.173132&spn=0.013444,0.043259&om=1&iwloc=addr

